


The summary JSNA report provides a snapshot of some of the key 
issues affecting children and young people in Tameside.
At a Glance 
POPULATION 
30% of the Tameside population are aged 0-24 years. The number of children and young people living in Tameside has 
increased year on year for the last 10 years. The forecasted growth of our young population will need to be considered in 
local plans. 

 
POVERTY 
Deprivation has an important impact on children’s lives and health. Continuing to tackle child poverty, improve educational 
attainment, boost jobs and the local economy will be crucial to improving the health of our children. 

 
BIRTH RATE 
In 2020 there were 2,475 babies born in Tameside with the boroughs birth rate being higher than the national average. The 
birth rate in under 18s is significantly higher than England. 

 
PROTECTING CHILDREN 
Tameside faces significant challenges in protecting children who experience neglect, family breakdown or crisis and has 
significantly higher numbers of children who are cared for than the England average. 



At a Glance continued

EDUCATION 
Children growing up in poorer families emerge from school with substantially lower levels of educational attainment. This is a 
major contributing factor to patterns of social mobility and poverty. We therefore need to be committed to improving the life 
chances of children from all income backgrounds, and increasing opportunity for the children growing up in poorer families. 

 
PHYSICAL HEALTH 
High rates of childhood obesity and poor oral health demonstrate the need for focused work to improve children’s diet and 
levels of physical activity across the borough. High levels of urgent care hospital admissions for asthma should also be a focus 
to improve outcomes for our children and young people. 

MENTAL WELLBEING 
Tameside has high levels of deprivation, inequality and variable attainment in school. These are risk factors to the poor mental 
health in our children so needs a sustained focus of work. 

 
SEXUAL HEALTH 
Poor sexual health can lead to unintended pregnancies and sexually transmitted infections. We need to ensure our children 
and young people grow up with a positive attitude to their sexual health and develop healthy relationships with others. 



The contents of the JSNA looks at the following topic areas

1. The Wider Determinants to Health & Wellbeing 

2. Pre Birth and Early Years (0-4 years) 

3. Physical Health and Wellbeing (5-24 years) 

4. Mental Health and Wellbeing (5-24 years) 

5. Vulnerable Children & Young People 

6. The Impact of the Covid 19 pandemic on Children and young people 

 



Key Challenges across the different age groups

Post School years
Ø Sexual and reproductive health
Ø Hospital admissions for deliberate and accidental 

injuries

Mental Wellbeing
Ø High level of new referrals to mental health services
Ø The levels of unmet need
Ø Higher levels of risk factors to poor mental health

Vulnerable Children & Young People
Ø Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE’s)
Ø Cared for Children and child protection
Ø Outcomes for our cared for children

Maternity and the early years
Ø Maternal obesity
Ø Low birth weight
Ø Breast feeding
Ø Infant mortality

Physical Health and Wellbeing (5-24 
years)
Ø Educational outcomes
Ø Overweight & obesity
Ø Hospital admissions for asthma
Ø Oral health





Physical health 
continued

Overweight  and obesity are significant health  issues  for  individual  children,  their  families and population health. Rates of obesity 
more  than double between  reception  and year 6. The MSOAs with  the highest  levels  of obesity are Ashton Waterloo, Droylsden 
West,  Denton  East  and  Stalybridge North  (reception)  and Droylsden West,  Hurst  Cross,  Stalybridge North  and  Ashton Waterloo 
(year 6).
 
A&E attendances and emergency hospital admissions for accidents and deliberate injuries are a particular issue for young people in 
Tameside. Rates of young people killed or seriously injured in road traffic collisions have fallen, but Tameside still has significantly 
higher  rates  than  the  England  average. Other  areas  of  concern  are  hospital  attendances  relating  to  deliberate  injuries.  In  2020 
there were 154 A&E attendances relating to assault (where the patient disclosed they were assaulted).
In  Tameside  challenges  exist  around  young  people’s  sexual  and  reproductive  health,  with  levels  of  sexual  transmitted  diseases 
(STIs), teenage conceptions and repeat termination of pregnancies being higher than the England averages.
 

Mental 
wellbeing

Tameside had higher than average new referrals to mental health services in 2018/19 compared to the England average and this is 
an  increasing  trend.   However  less  children and young people were admitted  to hospital  in 2019/20 because of a mental health 
condition  or  self-harm.  This  could  be  related  to  the  increase  in  children  and  young  people  accessing  community  and  outpatient 
mental health services, which has increased by 32% compared to the previous year. There has been an increase in call outs to the 
North West ambulance service (NWAS) for children and young people aged 10-24 years for self-harm and attempted suicide.
It  is  estimated  that  around  4,229  children  and  young  people  aged  5-17  years  have  a  mental  health  condition  in  Tameside.   
However, only 1,034 school aged children and young people are known
 

Vulnerable 
Children and 
Young People

Children and young people in Tameside experience adverse childhood experiences far more than the England average. In particular 
children living in households where a parent has a severe mental health problem, where domestic abuse exists and where a parent 
as a substance misuse problem.
It is estimated that 9,829 children and young people in Tameside live in households where one of the 3 ‘Toxic Trio’ exists 
The rate of children who have a child protection plan in place or are cared for by the local authority is significantly higher than the 
England average.
Tameside has an 18% higher number of school age children and young people with a learning difficulty. 
There are nearly 3 times as many young carers in Tameside when compared to the England average.
 



Recommendations



Recommendations continued



Next Steps

• The findings and recommendations from this needs assessment will inform 
and be incorporated into the development of the 5-year Children & Young 
Peoples Strategic Plan for Tameside

• Work has taken place with groups of Tameside Children & Young People  to 
understand what things are important to them living in Tameside (using 
Tameside’s LISTENing co-production framework)

• Our ultimate ambition is to deliver outstanding outcomes for children and 
young people, and deliver on the things which they tell us matter the most 
to them

• We are asking for the Health & Wellbeing Board to note the progress made 
on the development of this plan and support the ongoing work


